General Personal Injury Questionnaire


The following questionnaire has been designed for use by the Court or counsel in a personal injury case. It can be easily modified to apply to medical malpractice, product liability, or wrongful death cases.

Questions 1 through 12 simply gather demographic data on a prospective juror, and have been designed to assist the Court and to expedite counsel’s background checks in a prompt manner. All of the requested information is a matter of public record, and should be provided to all counsel in the cause without undue expense or delay.


Question 7 regarding political party affiliation is a matter of public record, and can be obtained by counsel through the Supervisor of Elections in each county. Political party affiliation is important information to have these days in evaluating a potential juror’s ability to serve in a personal injury case. The Official Platform of the Republican Party (set forth in other pages of this blog) castigates trial lawyers and the personal injury legal system in inflammatory language and terms. The questionnaire provides an opportunity to learn a prospective juror’s political affiliation without making an issue out of it in open court.

Questions 13 through 20 have been designed to ask the prospective juror how he or she feels about personal injury cases and monetary jury awards in general in a setting where the juror has time to reflect on the answers, not be influenced by the answers of other jurors, and to not feel intimidated by the pressure of public speaking in open court. It also minimizes the possibility of an extremely outspoken juror poisoning the remaining panel members with exceptionally strong views and/or opinions. Case law supporting inquiry into each of these areas in a personal injury case is provided in other pages of this blog.

All counsel are urged to work together in reviewing the completed questionnaires, and should readily stipulate to striking any juror whose written answers provide a “reasonable doubt” about the juror’s ability to serve on this particular type of case. There should be little reason to get the Court involved in ruling on doubtful jurors. The case law is clear – If there is any reasonable doubt about a juror’s ability to serve, they should be excused for cause. Efforts at “rehabilitation” will most likely lead to reversible error.
Juror Questionnaire
Juror # ________

1. Full Name: ________________________________________________________
2. Gender: M _____
F _____
3. Race: White: _____ Black: _____ Hispanic: _______ Other: ________________
4. Date of Birth: ______________________________________________________
5. Social Security Number: _____________________________________________
6. Drivers License Number:  _________________________ State: _____________
7. Political Party

a. Republican_______
Democrat________
Other___________________
8. Home Address : ____________________________________________________
9. Occupation: _______________________________________________________
10. Name and Address of Employer: _______________________________________
11. Marital Status: Single: ____ Married: _____ Divorced: _______ Separated: _____
12. Spouses Occupation and Employer: ____________________________________
13. I have some negative feelings or opinions about “trial lawyers.”
a. Yes_____
No______
No Opinion ______
b. Please explain:_______________________________________________
14. I have some negative feelings or opinions against personal injury lawsuits.
a. Yes_____
No______
No Opinion________

b. Please explain: _______________________________________________
15. I have some negative feelings or opinions against cases where juries award large amounts of money.

a. Yes_____
No______
No Opinion________

b. Please explain: _______________________________________________
16. I think there should be a predetermined limit or preset cap on how much money juries can award in trials involving injury or death.
a. Yes_____
No______
No Opinion ________

b. Please explain:_______________________________________________
17. I would not be able to award $____________ million dollars in a trial involving injury or death, regardless of the evidence.
a. Yes_____
No______
No Opinion________

b. Please explain:_______________________________________________
18. I think large money jury awards affect the insurance premiums I pay or the cost of medical care I receive.

a. Yes_____
No______
No Opinion________

b. Please explain:_______________________________________________
19. I think the legal system is in need of “tort reform” or “civil justice reform.”
a. Yes_____
No______
No Opinion________

b. Please explain your answer:_____________________________________
20. I belong to, or in the past have belonged to, a group or organization that advocates for or supports “tort reform” or “civil justice reform.”
a. Yes_____
No______
No Opinion________

b. Please list all such organizations: ________________________________
I hereby affirm that my answers to each of the foregoing questions are true and accurate. I understand the Court and counsel will be relying on my truthful answers to these questions in evaluating my ability to serve as a juror in this case. I understand there are criminal penalties for perjury and misrepresentation in a legal proceeding.

_____________________


___________________________________


Date





Signature

